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It should be no secret that BPP will destroy the private
inmate phone provider industry. our sheriffs could not
afford to purchase this equipment out of their general
budgets. Why should taxpayers fund inmate telephone
systems?

We think the adverse impact that BPP will have on inmate
calling is clear. Our sheriffs will be forced to control
inmate calling through the methods we used before private
competition (i.e. by strictly limiting calling times and
by requiring continuous supervision of inmate calls by
a deputy.

We believe the majority of sheriffs are sensitive to the
rates families pay for inmate calls. If the FCC is
concerned that there are certain providers that are
nevertheless charging unreasonable rates, the FCC should
use its enforcement powers to directly regulate the rates
of those providers. Firm rate guidance by the FCC would
provide a legal benchmark for sheriffs to use in
enforcing rate compliance.

The National 8Sheriffs' Association endorses fair and
reasonable rates for inmate calls and would expect all
sheriffs to require service providers to adhere to FCC
rate guidelines. It would be entirely counterproductive,
however, to attempt to regulate inmate calling rates
through a proposal that will ultimately reduce inmate
calling opportunities. On behalf of our membership,
therefore, we must oppose BPP.
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